
ROCK ‘n’ REEL  
 Official Rules 

1. ELIGIBILITY: In the United States, the Project is open only to individual legal residents 
and legal visitors of the United States and the District of Columbia. Outside of the United 
States, residency requirements may vary. Void where prohibited.  
 

2. TO ENTER: To register for the Project, all participants need to fill out the appropriate 
paperwork (application, releases and acceptance of conditions), pay the fee and provide 
the necessary items.  The items are as follows:  musicians and/or bands need to provide 
three original license free songs on USB drive, CD or available as links on a website; 
film teams need to provide a representative at the Kick-off event to match up their team 
with a band and return the completed film on USB at the Turn-in event.  All paper work 
is available on the Rock ‘n’ Reel web page.  Registration is based on a first-come, first-
served basis and space is limited. Early bird registration fees are $35.  Registration fees 
are $50 and $25 for entrants under 18 years old Early bird registration closes 2 weeks 
before the competition. Regular registration continues until the day before the “kick-off” 
event. If there are more musical entrants than filmmakers, “extra” musical acts will be 
fully refunded for their entry fees and receive a free ticket to the closing concert. Which 
bands are refunded will be determined by the order in which they registered. 
 

3. The project will begin on the date advertised on the official website and Facebook page 
and turn-in will be on the following Monday.  Locations for both the kick off and the 
turn-in will be the Rhode Island Film Collaborative offices, 175 Main St. Pawtucket, RI 
02860 (inside the Pawtucket Visitors Center).  
 

4. If a team ("Entrant") must withdraw from the Project, refunds will be paid on the 
following schedule: Notify Rock ‘n’ Reel of withdrawal more than 15 days before 
beginning of competition, you will be refunded the entire amount; Notify Rock ‘n’ Reel 
of withdrawal between 2 and 15 days before the competition, you will be refunded $20.  
No refunds for withdrawal less than 2 days before competition.  
 

5. Entrants (music and film) will be required to sign the standard Entrant Agreement. If 
under the legal age your parent or legal guardian must sign it on your behalf. 
 

6. All costs associated with the production of the Entry are solely the responsibility of the 
Entrants.  
 

7. Rock ‘n’ Reel reserves the right to reject any musical submission for any reason, 
including quality or content, as determined entirely by Rock ‘n’ Reel, prior to the kick off 
and with a full refund to the submitting musical entrant. 
 

8. PROJECT TERMS OF SUBMISSION: By submitting an Entry into this Project, each 
Entrant warrants and represents that the Entrant owns all rights to the Entry he/she is 



entering in this Project, including, without limitation, the video or digital recording, and 
the performance contained in each Entry. Each Entrant further warrants and represents 
that the Entrant has obtained permission from each person who appears in the Entry to 
grant the rights to the Project Parties described in these Official Rules, and will submit 
copies of such permissions to the Project Parties.  

By submitting an Entry, Entrant agrees to the Official Rules, and further agrees to 
indemnify and hold the RIFC, Rock ‘n’ Reel and its respective affiliates, officers, 
directors, agents, co-branders or other partners, and any of their employees (collectively, 
the "Project Indemnitees"), harmless from any and all claims, damages, expenses, costs 
and liabilities (including settlements), brought or asserted by any third party against any 
of the Project Indemnitees due to or arising out of the Entrant's Entry materials in this 
Project, or the Entrant's conduct during and in connection with this Project, including but 
not limited to trademark, copyright, or other intellectual property rights, right of 
publicity, right of privacy or defamation. Entrant agrees to release, indemnify and hold 
harmless RIFC and Rock ‘n’ Reel from any and all claims that any advertising, 
presentation, web content or any other material subsequently produced, presented, and/or 
prepared by RIFC or Rock ‘n’ Reel infringes on the rights of Entrant's work as contained 
in any Entry.  

9. As a condition of entry, participants must agree to the Entrant’s Agreement, which sets 
forth the rights of Entrant and Rock ‘n’ Reel with respect to the use of Entries by Rock 
‘n’ Reel. Entries that do not include all required information and adhere to the foregoing 
and following requirements will be considered void and will not be considered in this 
Project.  
 

10. If any group of individuals elects to collaborate on an Entry, they are required to 
designate one (1) person as the agent of the group to enter the Project, agree to these 
Official Rules, sign the Entrant’s Agreement and accept the prize on behalf of the group. 
Neither Rock ‘n’ Reel nor any of the Project Parties are liable for any disputes between 
collaborators arising out of or related to the Project.  
 

11. Each Entrant may submit only one entry. Entrants are allowed to participate in a 
supporting capacity on other teams if they wish. 
 

12. SELECTION OF WINNERS: Entries will be judged by a process in which qualified 
panels of judges will evaluate the eligible entries based on the following judging criteria:  

a. Artistic Merit (e.g., Story, Creativity, Entertainment Value) 
b. Technical Merit 
c. Musical Merit 

 
Entrants agree that Rock ‘n’ Reel has the sole right to decide all matters and 
disputes arising from this Project and that all decisions by Rock ‘n’ Reel are final 
and binding.  



Entrants acknowledge that, while every effort is made to find qualified and 
impartial judges, judging is by its nature subjective. Judges will do their best to 
select the winners, and all decisision are final. 

13. Winning entries will be screened at an event open to the public, and will receive prizes as 
detailed on the	  website.	  Winning	  bands	  will	  receive	  a	  concert	  performance	  opportunity	  and	  
will	  receive	  prizes,	  details	  of	  which	  change	  year	  to	  year	  and	  are	  to	  be	  announced	  on	  social	  
media	  and	  the	  web	  page. 
 

14. GENERAL CONDITIONS: By participating, Entrants agree to these Official Rules 
which are final and binding in all respects.  
 

15. LIMITATIONS OF LIABILITY AND RELEASE: No liability or responsibility is 
assumed by Rock ‘n’ Reel or Project Parties resulting from any user's participation in or 
attempt to participate in the Project or ability or inability to upload or download any 
information in connection with participating in the Project. No responsibility or liability 
is assumed by Rock ‘n’ Reel or Project Parties for technical problems or technical 
malfunction arising in connection with any of the following occurrences which may 
affect the operation of the Project: hardware or software errors; faulty computer, 
telephone, cable, satellite, network, electronic, wireless or Internet connectivity or other 
online communication problems; errors or limitations of any Internet service providers, 
servers, hosts or providers; garbled, jumbled or faulty data transmissions; failure of any 
e-mail transmissions to be sent or received; lost, late, delayed or intercepted e-mail 
transmissions; inaccessibility of the Web Site in whole or in part for any reason; traffic 
congestion on the Internet or the Web Site; unauthorized human or non-human 
intervention of the operation of the Project, including without limitation, unauthorized 
tampering, hacking, theft, virus, bugs, worms; or destruction of any aspect of the Project, 
or loss, miscount, misdirection, inaccessibility or unavailability of an email account used 
in connection with the Project. Rock ‘n’ Reel and Project Parties are not responsible for 
any typographical errors in the announcement of prizes or these Official Rules, or any 
inaccurate or incorrect data contained on the Web Site. Use of Web Site is at user's own 
risk. Rock ‘n’ Reel and the Project Parties are not responsible for any personal injury or 
property damage or losses of any kind which may be sustained to user's or any other 
person's computer equipment resulting from participation in the Project, use of the Web 
Site or the download of any information from the Web Site. By participating in the 
Project, Entrant agrees to release, indemnify and hold Rock ‘n’ Reel and Project Parties 
harmless from any and all claims, damages or liabilities arising from or relating to such 
Entrant's participation in the Project.  
 

16. WINNERS: Winners will be posted in social media and online.	  
 

17. PROJECT ORGANIZER: The Rhode Island Film Collaborative, 172 Exchange St. 
Pawtucket, RI 02860 
 

18. FILMMAKING RULES: The following rules apply to each participating 
group/production team:  



Premise of Contest: 

The music video is an exciting artistic enhancement of musical performance, and an important 
artform within the world of film production. The medium is an opportunity to tell stories and 
express powerful emotional content. 

This contest creates a fun, timed, competitive approach to creating music videos that say 
something powerful, surprising or entertaining. 

Participants are randomly matched, filmmaker to musical performer, and given 9 days to produce 
a music video. 

This is an all ages event. Whilst most people with VFX experience are adults, this contest is open 
to high school and college students who have an interest in the VFX creative aspect.   

Official Rules:   

1. Musicians: 
1. You must submit three musical pieces for consideration by the filmmakers. Only the 

filmmakers assigned to you will be able to access these files, and Rock ‘n’ Reel limited 
rights will only apply to the pieces selected by the filmmaker. 

2. Submitted work must be entirely original work. No covers, and no resampling of other 
songs (except for other work by the same entrant). 

3. The submitted work must have lyrics. 
4. At least one submission must contain no “R-rated” lyrics. 
5. The submitted files must be on CD or USB drive or accessible from a website 
6. The length of each piece must be between 2:30 and 6:00 minutes. 
7. For each piece, the musicians must fill out the music release form. This must be turned in 

physically at the kick-off event, or sent in:  The Rhode Island Film Collaborative, 172 
Exchange St. Pawtucket, RI 02860 
 

 
2. Filmmakers: 

a. You must open with text on screen (for at least 5 seconds), “Produced as part of the 2014 
Rock ‘n’ Reel Project” 

b. Finished work should match the length of the music. You may have up to one additional 
minute for credits. 

c. Work will be judged on creativity, story, match of film to music, technical qualities, as 
well as other criteria that may be deemed appropriate by the judges. 

d. All waivers must be signed to participate in the project. Each team must secure 
releases for talent, crew, locations (and any other applicable releases), which must 
be turned in to the project organizers with the finished film/video. The film/video 
will not be screened without the signed releases. 

e. Participants must have at least one representative attending the kick-off meeting, and the 
turn-in event.  

f. Participants will agree not to post the work online until after the final concert concluding 
the contest. 

g. Non-exclusive distribution rights are held by the musicians, the filmmakers and Rock ‘n’ 
Reel. 



h. All cast and crew must be volunteers.  
i. All writing, shooting and editing must take place within the timeframe of the project, 

between kick-off and turn-in. Props, costumes and locations may be arranged in advance. 
j. Your film must be submitted on one of the following media:  

• a self-contained, High Definition preferred (HD), Quicktime file with no 
proprietary codecs on:  
- a USB flash drive  

k. All films received on the day of the deadline will be screened, presuming they are 
eligible. To ensure the best screening of your film, please follow the instructions 
below:  

• The final output should be a Quicktime Movie, HD is preferred. 
• Sound levels should be relatively even throughout the film. (If your film 

has uneven sound or sound that peaks, it may be modified to protect the 
playback equipment.) You may add sound or sound design elements to the 
film, but remember, it’s about the music. 

• Note: Projection specs vary slightly from theater to theater and may be 
beyond the control of Rock ‘n’ Reel. If your film is very dark, it may be 
difficult to see in your theater.  
 

l. Before the finished film begins, the tape should have:  
• 5 seconds of black  
• A title card with: team name, date, title, song name and performance 

group name 
• A title card with:  

" Produced as part of the 2014 Rock ‘n’ Reel Project” 
• 2 seconds of black  
• Your film  

 
m. To be eligible for the Project, Entries must be the original work of the Entrant; 

must not infringe third-party's rights; must be suitable for publication (i.e., may 
not be obscene or indecent); must not contain obscene or pornographic material; 
may not contain defamatory statements about any person, company, organization 
or entity; may not invade privacy or other rights of any person, company or entity; 
may not in any other way violate applicable laws and regulations; and may not 
contain any copyrighted elements (other than as owned by the Entrant and/or Rock 
‘n’ Reel). Entries containing prohibited or inappropriate content as determined by 
Rock ‘n’ Reel, in its sole discretion, to be inappropriate will be disqualified. Rock 
‘n’ Reel reserves the right to make the final determination as to which Entries are 
eligible.  

n. No Entries (media or documents) will be returned.  
o. Rock ‘n’ Reel may add to or amend these rules at any time prior to the beginning 

of the Project. 


